Studies on lophocercous cercariae from Bithynia siamensis goniomphalus (Prosobranchia: Bithyniidae).
Cercariae from Bithynia siamensis goniomphalus were studied in an area endemic for opisthorchiasis. Snails emitted different types of cercariae when shedding was induced by illumination. In addition to two lophocercous cercariae, a monostome cercaria (probably Notocotylus sp), two different furcocercariae and a xiphidiocercaria were found. Two similar types of lophocercous cercariae were distinguishable and one could be identified as Opisthorchis viverrini. To date the cercaria of O. viverrini has been regarded as the only lophocercous cercaria in the endemic area of opisthorchiasis. Therefore, differences between these cercariae were further characterized by scanning electron microscopy to enable us to avoid misinterpretations of O. viverrini in Bithynia.